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THE IMPLICIT LIE

equivalent of the composer’s score,
and the print the performance.”
Remember, Adams was a landscape
photographer; we can infer that he
referred to this specific genre. He
was of course referring to black-andwhite, a highly interpretive form of
photography. Yet when we look at
any of his works, we find images that
look natural within their context—
either in black-and-white or in the
limited amount of color photography
that he created before his passing.
These artists either ignore or don’t
know Adams’s other famous remark:
“Not everyone trusts paintings, but
people believe photographs.” Viewers
perceive the visual, nonverbal
communication of landscape images
as truthful representations of nature.
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